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TOP 20+ Favorite Rain Garden Native Plants

Design and Planting TIPS: 

Select 3-5 different  species of plants which will provide an array of color and bloom times; include

a grass or sedge species or two and a small shrub if your garden is large enough.

Plant several of same species in a group, in appropriate moisture zone (Fig. 1), consider height and

width at maturity when spacing the plants.

 Rain Gardens for the Bays provides templates and design information.

Figure I: Moisture Zones 

Figure: Moisture Zones w/in a Rain Garden from the wettest area at base to dryest area on buffer/berm

(courtesy of Rutgers University Cooperative Extension)

For more plant information and photos go to: 
IConserve PA

Bowman's Hill Wildflower Preserve

http://www.raingardensforthebays.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=8&Itemid=36
http://iconservepa.org/plantsmart/nativeplants/index.htm
http://www.bhwp.org/resources/Gardening-with-Natives.htm
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Mostly Sunny Garden Site (Sun, part shade)

Common  Name Botanical Name Bloom Height Color Location 

Herbaceous Perennials and Grasses

Eastern Columbine Aquilegia canadensis Spring 1-2' Red Slope hummingbirds

Buttlerfly weed; orange milkweed Asclepias tuberosa Summer 1-2' Orange Slope butterflies

Swamp Milkweed Asclepias incarnata Su 2-4' pink/purple Base butterflies

Purple Coneflower Echinacea purpurea Su 2-3' pink/purple Buffer birds

Blue Flag Iris Iris versicolor Su 2-3' purple Base

Blazing Star Liatrus spicata Su 3-4' Purple Slope butterflies

Cardinal Flower Lobelia cardinalis Su 2-4' Red Base hummingbirds

Great Lobelia Lobelia siphilitica Su 2-4' Blue/Purple Base birds

Bee Balm Monarda didyma Su 2-5' Scarlet Base butterflies, bees

Foxglove beard-tongue Penstemon digitalis Sp 2-4' white/purple Slope hummingbirds, bees, butterflies

Black-eyed Susan /Brown-eyed Susan Rudbeckia herta or R. triloba Su-Fall 3-5' yellow Buffer birds/butterflies

Little Bluestem grass Schizachyrium scoparium Su/Fall 3-5' Wheat/Pink Buffer

New England Aster Symphyotrichum novae-angliae Fall 3-5' Purple Slope bees, butterflies

Shrubs

Inkberry or Winterberry Holly Ilex glabra Fall 3-6' Buffer birds

Amer.Cranberry vibernum (Shrub) Viburnum trilobum'compactum' Fall 6' x 6' Red berries Buffer birds

Mostly Shady Site (part-shade, shade)

Eastern Columbine Aquilegia canadensis Sp 1-2' Red Buffer hummingbirds

Pennsylvania Sedge Carex pensylvanica Sp,Su,Fall 6-18" Wheat Buffer

Turtlehead Chelone glabra Su 2-3' white Base bees

Great Lobelia Lobelia siphilitica Su 2-4' Blue/Purple Base

Virginia Bluebells Mertensia virginica Sp 1' Blue Base bees

Cinnamon Fern Osmunda cinnamomea Sp,Su,Fall 2-4' Green Slope

Wild Blue Phlox Phlox divaricata Sp 1' Blue/Purple Base

Christmas Fern Polystichum acrostichoides Sp,Su,Fall 1-2' Green Base

Bluestem Goldenrod Solidago caesia Fall 2' yellow Buffer bees, butterflies
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blue lobelia

columbine blue-flag iris

butterfly milkweed

turtlehead
cardinal flower


