
 

Warrington Township 
 

Environmental Advisory Council 

 

Minutes of the Meeting 
 

July 5, 2017 

  

1. Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance: Fred Suffian, Chairman, called the meeting to 

order at 7:35 P.M. Present were, Ivy Ross, Vice Chairman; Todd Baratz, Secretary; 

Barbara Brown, Member; Nick Weremeychik, Member; Adele Weremeychik, 

Member; Eric Bonella, Member; Scott Vogin, Bike and Hike, Liaison; Lynn 

Laurelli, Member (via phone); Shirley Yannich, Board of Supervisors;  Fred Gaines, 

Planning Commission Liaison and Board of Supervisors; Ann Kuter and Pete and 

Anne Marie Vreeland, members of the public. 

Mr. Suffian led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

2. Public Comment- Mr. and Mrs. Pete Vreeland introduced themselves to the WEAC 

and said that they have come to the meeting to discuss the no-mow basin behind their 

house on Palomino Drive. This is one of the basins that the WEAC and the 

Township have decided to discontinue mowing this spring.  

Mr. and Mrs. Vreeland said that they have been living at this residence for the last 45 

years, and this basin has always been mowed up until now. They stated that the four 

adjacent neighbors are also unhappy with the way it looks. The Vreeland’s are also 

unhappy that there is more wildlife that the basin is attracting. They wanted to know 

if there is something that can be done to start mowing the area again. 

Mr. Suffian explained that there are many different reasons for discontinuing 

mowing of detention basins. They are as follows: 

 Air quality improvements with reduced mowing 

 Wildlife benefits to increasing habitat 

 It is costly to mow areas that don’t need to be mowed 

Mr. Suffian will arrange a field visit to the site and come up with a potential 

compromise. 

3. Approval of Minutes - On motion by Mr. Weremeychik and seconded by Ms. 

Brown, the minutes of the June 7, 2017 meeting, were approved. All were in favor. 

 

 



 

4. Business: 

a. Return on the Environment- Mr. Suffian explained that Mr. Rodgers, of 

Keystone Conservation, has developed some preliminary mapping and is 

working on a preliminary report for our next meeting. He will also be 

creating a fact sheet for the WEAC to use as a hand out for Warrington Day. 

This report will include, but not be limited to: 

 Placing a dollar value on implementing developed stewardship. 

 Creating green spots within the local community. 

 Estimating financial value of land. 

 Mapping of Land Uses. 

 Information about Riparian Buffers. 

 Green Ribbon Landscape. 

Ms. Yannich feels that this report should be part of the Open Space Plan 

being prepared by Ann Toole. The Open Space Plan will be incorporated into 

the Comprehensive Plan. It is estimated that the Township will adopt the 

Comprehensive Plan in December 2017. 

 

b. Managing Natural Open Spaces- Mr. Suffian explained that Public Works 

has not been mowing the areas chosen by the WEAC as no-mow sites. 

These sites include the Valley Road Pump Station, the Palomino and Valley 

Road detention basin, the Guinea Lane and Turkey Trot Lane open space 

and detention basin, and the Bristol and Red Oak Roads detention basin. 

Some of the WEAC naturalized detention basins are no longer be mowed. 

These include the Billingsley Drive and Stump Road basin, the Guinea Lane 

and Warwick Road basin, the Guinea Lane and Green Ridge Road basin, 

and the Morning Walk Drive and Evening Walk Lane basin as well as the 

Orchard Place basin.  

At this point, it would be a good idea to visit these sites, and determine what 

is growing in these no-mow areas. We should also design signs to be placed 

at each site to describe why mowing has been discontinued, and the 

environmental benefits associated with this action. 

Ms. Brown suggested that we send letters to the adjoining residents of the 

Folly and Pickertown Roads basin in September, and explain that a grant has 

been submitted to naturalize the basin. We will discuss this again at he 

August meeting. Mr. Suffian does not know when we will receive 

notification if we were chosen for the grant. 

 

c. Butterfly Garden at Titus Elementary School- Ms. Ross has been 

coordinating with Christian Fetzer’s mother, the 7
th

 grader from Tamanend 



Middle School, who has offered to take care of the summer maintenance on 

the Butterfly Garden at Titus Elementary School. Hopefully, he will start this 

work soon. 

d. Warrington Day 2017- Ms. Weremeychik and Ms. Laurelli are working on 

the “Thank You” posters for those business that made a significant donation 

to Community Service Day. She would like to display these posters at our 

Warrington Day booth on September 23, 2017. 

Ms. Brown asked the committee if they wanted her to see if she could get the 

trees to give away again this year, from Bartlett Tree Experts. Everyone was 

in favor of getting those trees for give a ways. Ms. Brown will follow up with 

Bartlett Tree Experts. 

e. Summer Maintenance- Ms. Ross will contact Ms. Buzin, the National 

Honor Society (NHS) teacher, and ask her if any of the students will be 

available to do summer maintenance. 

Mr. Suffian brought one of the 300 tree mats that the WEAC purchased from 

the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society (PHS) for the group to see. He 

recommended we use the NHS students to weed and install these mats over at 

Hidden Court. 

f. Open Space Update- Ms. Yannich explained that an agreement is now 

moving forward between the property owner and the Township concerning 

the trail connection via the bridge on County Line and Street Roads. 

 

g. Future Agenda Items- Ms. Brown explained that she had spoken with Mr. 

Mark Ruckno, at Community Service day, and he would like to work with the 

WEAC to construct an Eagle or Osprey nest over at he Bradford Dam. The 

members of the committee liked this idea and will discus it further. 

5. Adjourn: Mr. Baratz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:48 pm. Mr. 

Weremeychik seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  

 

Respectively submitted,  

Ivy Ross, Vice- Chairman, WEAC   


