
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Warrington Township  

Environmental Advisory Council 

 

Minutes of the Meeting 

July 7, 2021 

 

1. Call To Order, Pledge Of Allegiance:  Fred Suffian, Chairman, called the meeting to 

order at 7:05pm. Present were: Fred Gaines, Supervisor; Ruth Schemm, Supervisor; Fred 

Suffian, Chairman; Ivy Ross, Vice Chairman; Todd Baratz, Secretary; Adele 

Weremeychik, Member; Nick Weremeychik, Member; Barbara Brown, Member; 

Vinobha Pannerselvam, Member; Marilyn Laurelli, Member; Amy Crasto, Member; 

Steve Palmieri, Member; Joanne Mancini, Park and Recreation Liasion; Guy Powell, 

Member. 

 

Mr. Suffian led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

2. Public Comment:  There was no public comment. 

 

3. Business:  

 

a. Bamboo Ordinance 

Mr. Baratz asked if this ordinance was already passed. 

Ms. Brown commented on Roy Rieder’s comments. 

Ms. Ross began going through Mr. Rieder’s comments - 1 the use of the phrase 

"any bamboo". 

Ms. Brown commented that it was put there to ensure that all Bamboo was 

included. 

Ms. Laurelli commented that the way it is worded is typical of other versions of 

the ordinance that she's seen. 

Mr. Suffian stated that if this ordinance was copied from other townships, then we 

should keep as is 

It was then agreed to strike "any bamboo" 

 

Mr. Rieder stated in his comments that the definition of bamboo owner was 

confusing. 

Ms. Brown stated that the original definition of bamboo owner covered both A 

and B.  

 

Ms. Brown and Ms. Laurelli commented that they could not see Mr. Rieder’s 

comments.  The other members stated that they could see the comments. 

 



Ms. Weremeychik converted Mr. Rieder’s comments to a PDF to be resent to the 

group for review. 

  

Ms. Ross then stated that everyone should review Mr. Rieder’s comments and 

discuss through e-mail. 

b. RF 100 Discussion – Mr. Suffian 

Mr. Suffian stated that he presented a PowerPoint to the BOS and followed up 

with a draft resolution and that he wanted to know what the status of that was. 

Mr. Gaines stated that it has not gone much further then when it was presented. 

Mr. Suffian asked if there was anything the EAC could do to move it forward. 

Mr. Gaines stated that he will add it to the agenda to be discussed by the BOS. 

Mr. Gaines suggested that Mr. Suffian resend the resolution to the BOS. 

c. Climate Action Plan (DEP) Mr. Suffian 

Mr. Suffian stated that it would be advantageous if we could connect the Climate 

Action Plan to the RF100 resolution. 

Mr. Gaines asked what information needs to be collected and who would be 

collecting it. 

Mr. Suffian stated that it would likely be electric bills and other easily obtainable 

information that would not require a consulting firm. 

Mr. Suffian stated that the collection process is only a few months long and 

should not require information from people's homes. 

Mr. Pannerselvam asked if the plan is to reduce the emissions or if it just to 

inventory the current data. 

Mr. Suffian stated that the first milestone is to just collect the inventory and the 

second milestone is to create a plan to reduce the emissions. 

Ms. Ross stated this will help us achieve this goal and that it is a long-term goal. 

d. Bucks Beautiful Grant and Trees Mr. Suffian 

Mr. Suffian stated that we planted close to 700 trees. 

Mr. Suffian stated that he contacted Denise from Bucks Beautiful and offered up 

our open space to partner with them to plan trees as per our master plan. 

Mr. Suffian stated that Bucks Beautiful is now only 50% funded but will offer us 

some trees at 100% funding because of how committed our EAC is to maintaining 

the trees. 

Ms. Ross stated that we also have the PECO grant to use for planting trees. 

Ms. Ross stated that we submitted the Healthy Planet grant last week and is 

partnering with Giant foods.  We applied for $15,000 in funding.   

Mr. Suffian stated that we would be fine tuning the list of trees to acquire with 

Denise over the next few months. 

Ms. Ross also stated we would have to decide if we want bare root trees, plant 

them ourselves or have landscapers plant them, etc. 

Ms. Ross stated that we should hear about the Giant grant by August. 

e. PECO Grant Ms. Ross 

Ms. Ross stated that we are looking at three different landscapers for quotes for 

the trees and shrubs at the Weisel Preserve. The grant was awarded for 

$10,000.00. 

f. Healthy Planet Grant Ms. Ross 



Ms. Ross applied for the Heathy Planet grant for $15,000.00 to plant more trees 

and shrubs at the Weisel Preserve. Also included are interpretive signs and money 

to expand the beacon phone application. 

g. Master Plan-List of Users Ms. Ross 

Ms. Ross stated that an e-mail was sent to the chairs of all committees that the 

next step is a public meeting hosted by Natural Lands to bring in users of open 

space (Weisel Preserve). 

Similar questions to the ones given in the first public meeting, but different users.   

What are these users going to do on these parcels, but these users are not us--for 

instance wildlife photographers, birders, etc. 

Ms. Ross asked the group who we see as users of the open space. 

Mr. Weremeychik stated neighborhood 

Ms. Weremeychik stated garden clubs 

Mr. Suffian stated environmental clubs. 

Ms. Mancini recommended Nature Centers 

Mr. Pannerselvam stated butterfly society, boy scout groups (130, 172, 104) 

Ms. Crasto asked if anyone from Mill Creek elementary would get involved 

because they are right there 

Ms. Ross stated that maybe the Penn group from Mill Creek and reaching out to 

the teachers 

Ms. Weremeychik asked about girl scouts 

Mr. Gaines suggested home owners associations 

Ms. Crasto suggested an environmental studies class 

Mr. Palmeire had no further suggestions 

Ms. Brown stated that all the good suggestions have already been made 

Ms. Mancini suggested DelVal University 

Mr. Powell suggested a Tai Chi group 

Ms Crasto suggested nursing homes 

Ms. Schemm suggested dog walking 

Mr. Suffian stated that his dog picked up a lot of ticks while on the township trails 

h. Website Update Ms. Ross 

Mr. Suffian stated that he has looked at the information posted on the web and 

stated that the content is not organized and that he put together a Word document 

and is suggesting that we reorganize the content and that he will email the 

document for everyone to review (in PDF format). 

Ms. Ross stated that we cannot do the work but the township will do the work for 

us, if we tell them what is needed. 

Ms. Ross stated that Mr. Xu found a summer intern (volunteer) who is willing to 

help us. 

i. Blue Bird House Event at Pool Ms. Ross 

Ms. Ross stated that we are having a bird house building event at the swim club 

on July 16th at Noon. 

A Game Warden from the PA Game commission lives on Street Road and is 

sponsoring the event.   

Ms. Ross stated that we need to post links to a sign-up page on the community 

group and Facebook pages.  It has a link to sign up to build the bird houses. 

There will be groups of two to build the bird house 

We can host up to 25 groups of 2 to build blue bird houses. 



Ms. Ross stated that you do not need to be a member of the swim club to join this 

event. 

Ms. Ross stated that we will also be doing this event at Lion's Pride Park.  

The event is 1 hour long 

The Game Warden will show how to build the bird house and why to build it and 

how to maintain it, where to hang it 

The event is free 

j. Blue Bird Locations for Houses Mr. Pannerselvam 

Mr. Pannerselvam stated that his goal was to create 30 blue bird houses.  Forty 

were ordered and Ethan Baratz assembled 9 and gave them to Ms. Brown. 

Mr. Pannerselvam assembled 28 with two remaining. 

The next step is to find the locations for the houses.  He plans to put the stakes in 

this week and make the PA1 calls. 

Mr. Pannerselvam stated that he will need help installing the houses on some 

houses.  His goal is to install at least 20 of the houses, if not all of them. 

Ms. Brown asked if Ms. Ross could go with Ms. Brown and Mr. Pannerselvam 

scouting for locations to install the houses. 

Ms. Ross stated that it would be up to Public Works to determine if PA1 calls 

were required for each location. 

Ms. Ross stated Friday would be better because she is not available this weekend. 

Mr. Suffian stated that it would be helpful to have a map of every blue bird house 

in the township in order to better maintain them. 

Mr. Suffian stated that it would be better to have this map on Google Earth Pro so 

it would be stored electronically. 

Ms. Ross stated that if we get the grant that it would pay for the expansion of the 

beacon app with the locations of the bird houses. 

Mr. Suffian suggested an adopt a blue bird house program to help with the yearly 

maintenance of the blue bird houses. 

k. Lions Pride Bird House Garden Mr. Suffian 

Mr. Suffian stated that we were asked to clean up our outreach and education 

products in the lobby of the Township building.  Mr. Suffian stated that we could 

put the products that we sell out in the Lions Pride Park (blue bird, bat house, 

screech owl house) in first meadow of the park along with mini signs.  Public 

Works is willing to install the signs on the standard stop sign posts (metal square 

posts). 

Mr. Pannerselvam stated that two of the signs need to have their height changed 

because they are too low and would be covered by the grass. 

l. Warrington Day Ms. Ross 

Ms Ross stated that Warrington day is Saturday September 25th. 

Ms. Ross asked if we want to man a booth this year. 

Mr. and Ms. Weremeychick stated that they could setup but would not stay to 

man the booth. 

Mr. Gaines stated that there would be fireworks after Warrington Day. 

Ms. Brown and Mr. Pannerselvam stated they had no problem manning the booth. 

Ms. Ross stated that we need to have a solid commitment of about 6 people to 

fully staff the booth. 

Ms. Ross stated that she will send an e-mail around to see who will be available 

and interested in manning the booth. 



m. Open Space Update Ms. Ross 

Ms. Ross stated that we are moving forward with master planning and easements.  

The next meeting with Natural Lands will be September/October. 

Mr. Gaines had nothing to add at this time. 

Ms. Ross stated that Natural Lands is still all remote with no in-person meetings. 

Ms. Ross stated that the #1 priority in 1990 was areas of open space. 

Ms. Ross asked how the EAC would like to see the open space parcels used. 

Ms. Brown stated that she believes we should try to preserve every piece of land 

we can and that once we cut those parcels up into ball fields they can never be 

recovered. 

Ms. Ross stated that she would like to see farming continue in the township. 

 

4. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

  

5. Adjourn – Mr. Weremeychik motioned, Ms. Weremeychik seconded motion to adjourn 

at 9:05 pm., all were in favor and the meeting was adjourned at 9:05 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Todd Baratz 

EAC Secretary 

 


